The Wedding Ceremony (non-religious)
- Assemble those present by simple voice invitation or by procession 

(depending on location, number of bridesmaids & groomsmen, and size of the congregation.  This can be as simple or complex as you like, e.g., employing ushers, escorting and seating parents and grandparents, etc.)
- Seating of Mothers, Lighting of Unity Candle  (if appropriate)
- Pastor, Groom and Groomsmen enter
- Bridesmaids and maid of honor enter (Guests rise)
- Bride enters

Who gives this woman to be married to this man? (if appropriate)  Guests seated immediately afterward
- Welcome Guests

- Minister’s Commentary:
We are gathered here to witness the joining of this man and this woman in marriage; which is an honorable estate, instituted in the necessities of our being, and dedicated to the happiness of mankind; an estate not by any to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, discreetly, soberly, and in all sincerity.

To be true, this outward form must be a symbol of that which is inner and real, a sacred personal union, which a church may solemnize and a state make legal, but which only love can create and mutually fulfill.

To endure, the marriage of these two persons must be a consecration of each to the other, and of both to the wider community of which their lives are a part.

Love is a great thing, and thorough good. By itself, it makes everything that is heavy, light, and it bears evenly all that is uneven.

Love carries a burden which is no burden; it will not be kept back by anything low and mean; it desires to be free from all worldly affectations and not to be entangled by any outward prosperity or by adversity subdued.

Love feels no burden, thinks nothing of trouble, attempts what is above its strength, and pleads no excuse of impossibility.

Love is therefore able to undertake all things, and it completes many things and warrants them to take effect, where he or she who does not love would faint and lie down.

Though weary, love is not tired; though pressed, love is not straightened; though alarmed, love is not confounded; but as a living flame, it forces its way upward and securely passes through all.

Love is active and sincere.

- Questions regarding the marriage  

Minister to Groom:
____________, will you have this woman to be your wife, to live together in the sacred estate of marriage? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy, and be faithful to her, as long as you both shall live?

Groom:  I Will.

Minister to Bride:
____________, will you have this man to be your husband, to live together in the sacred estate of marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy, and be faithful to him, as long as you both shall live?

Bride: I Will.

Groom takes Bride's right hand in his own and repeats after minister:
I, ___________, take you, ____________, to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part.

Bride repeats after Minister:
I, ___________, take you, ____________, to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part.
- Ring ceremony.

Minister:
Each of you has rings for each other. Would you exchange them?

As they are exchanging rings, the minister says:
As a ceaseless reminder of this hour, and of the promise you have made to each other, these rings also speak of the oneness you now experience as husband and wife.  Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.
(SEE BACK)


Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.
Now you will feel no loneliness, for each of you will be a companion to the other.
Now you are two bodies, but there is only one life before you.
Go now to your dwelling place, to enter the days of your life together.
And may your days be good, and long upon the earth.
- Unity Candle (if desired)

- Pronouncement:

Minister:
Inasmuch as ____________ and ____________ have consented together in marriage, and have witnessed the same before you, and thereto have pledged their faith to each other, and have declared the same by joining hands and giving and receiving rings, I pronounce that they are husband and wife. You are now wed.

 - Kiss the Bride

- Introduce Mr. and Mrs. ________________________

- Bride and Groom proceed from the marriage site.

- Instructions to guests (as needed and if appropriate) Receiving line, 


Reception at ____________________, Dismissal, etc.

Additional or optional parts of the ceremony sometimes practiced:  
 - give roses to Mothers, Parents or special friends

 - give roses to each other

 - use a “unity Candle” symbolizing the union of two into one

 - have friends or guests do readings or perform special songs 
