The Wedding Ceremony (Standard)
· Assemble those present by simple voice invitation or by procession 

(depending on location, number of bridesmaids & groomsmen, and size of the congregation.  This can be as simple or complex as you like, e.g., employing ushers, escorting and seating parents and grandparents, etc.)
· Seating of Mothers, Lighting of Unity Candle  (if appropriate)
· Pastor, Groom and Groomsmen enter
· Bridesmaids and maid of honor enter
· Bride enters

Who gives this woman to be married to this man? (if appropriate)

· Pray (Guests seated immediately afterward)

· Welcome Guests

· Reading of Scriptures & Short Commentary by Pastor


Genesis 2:18, 24


Ecclesiastes 4:9-12


Ephesians 5:21-end


1 Corinthians 13:4-8

· Questions regarding the marriage:

Will you______________take this woman_____________to be your lawful wedded wife? Will you pledge yourself to live with her after the teachings of the Bible?  Will you endeavor to love her as Christ loved the Church? Will you nourish and cherish her? Will you regard her as one flesh with yourself and forsaking all others, keep yourself only unto her as long as you both shall live?    (I will) 

Will you _____________take this man_______________to be your lawful wedded husband?  Will you pledge yourself to live with him after the teachings of the Bible? Will you regard him as one flesh with yourself?  Will you forsake all others and keep yourself only unto him as long as you both shall live?   (I will)  

· Repetition of Vows
Repeat after Me:  I_______________take you _______________---to be my lawful wedded wife---to have and to hold---from this day forward---to love and to cherish---in sickness or in health--- in poverty or in wealth---according to God’s Holy Word.  
Repeat after Me:  I_______________take you _______________---to be my lawful wedded husband---to have and to hold---from this day forward---to love and to cherish---in sickness or in health--- in poverty or in wealth---according to God’s Holy Word.  
· Exchange of Rings
Repeat after Me in turn: This ring I give you---as a token of my love for you--it shall always remind me---of the vows I have made to you today.---By the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ---I give you this ring.  

· Prayer for the Couple (by the pastor)
· Pronouncement:
For as much ______________ and ________________ have consented together in holy wedlock before me, before God and before these witnesses, I now pronounce you husband and wife.

· Kiss the Bride

· Introduce Mr. and Mrs. ________________________

· Bride and Groom proceed from the marriage site.

· Instructions to guests (as needed and if appropriate) Receiving line, 


Reception at ____________________, Dismissal, etc.

Additional or optional parts of the ceremony sometimes practiced:  
 - give roses to Mothers, Parents or special friends

 - give roses to each other

 - use a “unity Candle” symbolizing the union of two into one

 - have friends or guests do readings or perform special songs 
